Evaluation of renal function.
The patient's history, physical examination, and routine urinalysis (including an expert assessment of the urinary sediment) are of paramount importance for the evaluation of a patient with possible renal dysfunction. The four tests most commonly used to establish the presence, extent, and the rate of progression of renal dysfunction are BUN, PCr, CCr, and 24-hour protein excretion. All four tests reflect glomerular function. However, their use to evaluate general renal function is justified by the structural and functional interdependence of tubular and vascular elements of the kidney.